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which a careful look-out was maintained, Ali Beg,
however, never reappeared, and after a fruitless search of
an hour's duration, the boat returned with the lifebuoys,
and the Shabjahan resumed her voyage to Bombay.
So unpopular had been Ali Beg, that he was regretted
fay nobody. Indeed, the consensus of opinion was that,
provided there was no little Ali Beg in the making, Dr.
Syed AH Beg was well out of the way.
The news was broken to Olga by Mrs. West who
constituted herself the girl's guardian. After the kindly
American had ascertained that there was no likelihood of
maternal complications, she and her husband persuaded
Olga to travel with them as a paid secretary-companion.
Olga's release from matrimony delighted Durrant.
When he heard that she was to tour India, he hinted to
the Maharaja that Olga might prove a very attractive
mistress for an Indian prince, and suggested that His
Highness should invite the Wests and Olga to Ghanapur.
The Maharaja warmly approved of the proposal.
Never having been to the Maharaja's palace, Durrant
could not describe it, but had recourse to KrishnamurtL
The Personal Minister having seen very little of the
world honestly thought that no state boasted a more
magnificent royal residence than Ghanapur, and fanned
the curiosity of Mrs West and Olga into a flame of desire
to view its wonders. Therefore the Americans accepted
the Maharaja's invitation with alacrity. It was arranged
that the ruler would select a date as soon as he knew
when he would be free from political business and at
liberty to accord them a right royal welcome.
As her fellow passengers were convinced of Olga's
innocence, they gave proof of their sympathy by a
subscription for her benefit, and the Maharaja headed the
list of die donors.
Fortunately for Olga, she possessed her own passport
and, therefore, had no difficulty in landing in India as the
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